
 

 

Day 1 Testimony:  Darlene Hill 

Bufford and Darlene Hill returned back 

to  live in Elkins from Tulsa in 

December 2013.  March 2014 they 

made their first visit to Living Faith 

Church and April 2014 they made LFC their church home.  Bufford was in 

the Air Force for 4 years and is a retired Mail Carrier of 38 years.  Darlene 

was raised in Air Force chapels, saved at age 13 at an Assembly of God in 

Riverside, California and re-dedicated her life to God in a Baptist Church at 

age 19.  She is a retired secretary.  Bufford and Darlene were married in 

March of 1999. They both were active members of Victory Christian Center 

in Tulsa (Billy Joe and Sharon Daugherty, their pastors).  The presently 

reside in Elkins.  Darlene says, "God brought me back to pray for our 

Nation and be a grandmother to her two grandchildren, Seth Enoch (13) 

and Zoey Beth (10)."  Here is Darlene's testimony. 

 

“My On-Going Journey With The Lord” 

DARLENE'S TESTIMONY:  

Since I was a child the Lord has rescued my life several times.  The most 

recent was the victory He gave me over stage 3 sarcoma cancer wrapped 

around my left hamstring muscle.  

In June 2011, I had just returned from a 13-day mission trip praying in 

Israel, and 2 weeks later was attending my annual Believer’s Convention 

in Ft. Worth, Texas, when my leg started hurting.  After tests, our family 

doctor told me over the phone that the grapefruit sized lump was 

cancerous, and I must start chemotherapy a few days later. 



 

 

Before I hung up the phone the Lord told this would be a “process” and 

not to be afraid.  I asked if He was going to heal me or if I would get to 

go Home.  He gave me some very specific instructions:  He would heal 

my body, not to be afraid but to trust Him, and let my Church (Victory 

Christian Center-Tulsa) and prayer partners do the warfare on my 

behalf.  My job was to “rest” (Heb. 4:9-11) in my Heavenly Father’s arms 

and to praise Him. 

After two 30-hour chemo treatments, receiving blood and many IV’s 

over several weeks, the doctor told my husband and me that I would lose 

my leg and hip.  If I didn’t have that surgery immediately I would 

probably be dead within a few months.  Another opinion Lord!  We 

changed hospitals and went to Cancer Treatment Center of America, 

Tulsa, where we lived at the time.   

The Lord gave my two surgeons the wisdom to remove the 12-inch, 10lb. 

cancerous tumor on Feb 13, 2012 taking nine hours of surgery.  I needed 

no extra blood and the procedures they did were not in any medical 

books!  They were amazed at how fast my leg healed!  The “rough” part 

of the journey took about 16 months and I dropped 45 lbs.  The good 

news is that I am healed, whole, and cancer free; and by God’s grace I 

will remain so. 

My relationship with God: 

I accepted Jesus when I was 13.  My love for the Lord has grown over 

the years but nothing compares to the journey He allowed me to travel 

and the victory He gave me over cancer.  As I ministered to my Heavenly 

Father in praise, He ministered to me in absolute love and peace.  At 

times, the beauty of His presence was almost tangible (Ps 27:4-5).   



 

 

I know who I am.  I am a daughter of the living God, Creator of all there 

is, my Healer, Sustainer of my life, my Provider, my Heavenly Father.  

He is so much more than we can conceive. 

How God has transformed my life: 

My Heavenly Father has given me Life!  I am alive because e has mercy 

on this daughter of His.  Through the years He has given me glimpses of 

my assignments.  What a privilege to serve our Lord.  The “fire” He 

placed in me changes under the anointing to the boldness of a lion.   

What living for God means to me; 

As we “mature” in faith, we should be able to look back and see God’s 

hand working in our behalf (Romans 8:28).  I’m glad He has not granted 

all of my prayers!  Father is all wise.  The storms of life help us to grow 

so don’t be afraid of them (James 1:2-8).  “Think on these things…” think 

about the goodness of our Lord (Philippians 4:8). 

Every experience should be a stepping stone to the next level.  We are 

Christ’s ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20).  We are to stir up the gifts 

God has given us to minister to the Body of Christ (2 Timothy 1:6-7) and 

a hurting world.  We are the family of God, serving and encouraging one 

another in love and forgiveness (Galatians 5:13-14, 1 Thessalonians 

5:11).  We are to do the works of Jesus (Matthew 28:18-20).   

We are to give God the glory.  The Lord has given me the privilege of 

testifying to His goodness and mercy to hundreds of people one-on-one.  

Last June at Believer’s Convention, my testimony was seen live around 

the world and an excerpt was shown December 16 on TV. 

 



 

 

 

Day 2 Testimony:  Candace Kenyon 

Candace and Jon Kenyon were married 

August 2014 and have three beautiful 

children: Madison Grace, Waverly 

Hope, and Jaxton Ray Lacie. She 

currently works as a Customer Service 

Representative for Arvest Bank. Jon is manager at McDonalds in Elkins and 

loves it! Candace is a graduate of Lincoln, Ar and Jon graduated from 

Stilwell High School in Ok. Candace was saved at the young age of 8 during 

a family devotion at home but really started her spiritual journey in her 

early teens. Candace shares, "I am glad we are home again at Living Faith. I 

attended for many years off and on and finally returned home in May 

2014. No place I'd rather be. And just a bit of secret information... I love 

painting and drawing; along with having family dance parties in the living 

room!"   

Here is Candace's testimony. 

My testimony isn't just some story to share. It's my life and I'm living it 

daily. My walk as anyone else's is full of tragedies and joys, ups and 

downs, Heavenly and Hellish experiences. Although my life is much like 

a roller coaster ride one thing constant is grace. It's the beauty in all my 

ugly. Here's a little bit of my life to explain. 

 I was raised in a Christian home. No, my parents weren't perfect. I've 

seen them go through hell and high water and come out victorious on the 

other side. I was a teenager once which is pretty much self explanatory. I 

was married at a young age to someone who decided after a few years 

that drugs were the better part of life and not our family. I became a 

single mother of three beautiful children and was completely lost. I lost 



 

 

"friends", family, my home, my church. Everything it felt like. But now 

let me tell you about God's grace.  

The scripture in Isaiah "He makes beauty from ashes" never felt so real. 

He took everything that had been destroyed and restored it beyond my 

wildest dreams. He placed a wonderful God fearing man in my life. One 

who has taken my three babies and loved them like his own showing 

Christ to them daily. He has begun to build new friendships with fellow 

believers that are there to pray at a moments notice. He has led me to a 

church where while everyone is facing their own battles, make me feel at 

home and love me through mine.  

Do you see the beauty in all the despair?! He has changed my life in ways 

I never could have done on my own. Where there was doubt, I have 

trust. Where there was hate, I have peace. Where there was sorrow, I 

have joy. So to lay it all for you... My relationship with my God is 

beautifully messy. I create the mess and He brings out the beauty in it. 

It's a daily walk. Not just something I can to do on the weekends and 

Wednesday nights. He is not just someone there when everything is going 

wrong and I need a listening ear. He's there. He's constant and ready to 

pour out His grace on me.  

Living for God to me means, waking up each morning refreshed 

knowing that I am not perfect but I know a man who is...whose power is 

coursing through my veins. Though I may stumble and trust me I have 

many times... I can get back up, look around, and he's still right there. 

Dusting of my skinny jeans from the mess I made....again.  To me, He is 

simply everything.  

 

 

 



 

 

Day 3 Testimony:  Amy Cote 

Amy is LFC's Minister of Music. Amy and 

her husband Michael Cote were married in 

1992.  Their children  are: First daughter , 

Jaycee, who is married to Jared Andrews.  They 

soon will be blessed to give birth to a baby boy,  Gage.  

Amy and Michael's second daughter  is Lyndi, and they have a son, Garrett.   

Amy works as a computer application coordinator for the Veteran's Affairs in 

Fayetteville.  She graduated Hamburg High School in Hamburg AR.   

HERE IS HER TESTIMONY: 

I was saved many times in children’s church throughout my childhood (my 

grandmother was the children’s church pastor) lol.  I grew up at Bonne Idee 

Assembly of God Church that sat right on the bayou in La. Yes, we did have 

baptisms in that alligator infested water. When I say grew up there, that 

translates as, I was dedicated as a baby and married by the same pastor there!   

I met and married by best friend, Michael Cote, in La.  We moved to 

Fayetteville 21 years ago.  Never thought I would leave La but God had a plan 

– as He always does.  I truly believe my marriage, my walk with Him, and the 

way my children have grown would not be as they are today if God had not 

led us to NWA.  We started attending  LFC on the very Sunday that a sweet 

young lady, named Brooklyn Warren was dedicated to God, about  15yrs ago.  

I was looking for a church to attend for a long time.  I kept wanting so bad to 

find my little church on the bayou that I loved so.   None of the churches I 

attended were filling that void.  LFC was being built during this time and I 

would drive by and feel an urge to stop but told myself – no, it’s way too big. It 

is nothing like my church.  I had literally been to every Assembly of God 

church in Fayetteville and Springdale.  One Sunday as was driving to town all 

dressed to go to church somewhere.  This Sunday, I had no clue where I was 

going.  We just got dressed and left. I cried as I drove and asked God to please 



 

 

direct me to the place He would have me go, I couldn’t bear to be a church 

hopper!!  Somehow, I ended up back on Morningside Drive.  The church was 

completed at this time.   It was 10:45 by this time so I pulled in.  What did I 

have to lose, I had to go somewhere, we were all dressed!  When I walked in 

the side door, I could hear the choir singing.   When I walked in to the 

sanctuary,  I began to weep.  This was just like my church!!!   It wasn’t  the 

same building, color or even size- how could this be just like my church?? As I 

sat there during the service I realized,  it was the Presence of God that I 

immediately felt just coming through the door.  I was home, and have been 

here ever since.     

It wasn’t until after the birth of my first child that I truly began to take my 

walk with God serious.  I knew at that moment,  I was not only responsible to 

God for myself, I was responsible for her.  This was a game changer for me.  

This was the beginning of my transformation.  Although not perfect, each day 

has been a piece molded by my Father.  I have held dear to the memories of 

my Granny and my Gramma  and their walk with God.  Jealous at times of 

how close they are/were with Him.  I strive to be that faithful follower that 

they are and were (Granny is shouting on the streets of Glory as we speak!).  

God has blessed me over and over, even when I didn’t deserve it.  I depend on 

Him every second of the day.   I am without words to know that all of my hope 

rests in Him.  No matter what this life has to bring, I win!  I have a hope in 

knowing my God lives and he reigns and I will see Him.  Living for Him 

means so much more to me now than ever before.   I feel such an urgency to 

do so like never before.    It means living for His Glory, living each moment 

that my thoughts and actions are pleasing to Him.  Living for Him so others 

can see that I am different, set apart.   

 

Day 4 Testimony:  Jason Skelton 

Jason and his wife, Teresa have been 

married for 22 years.   They have three 



 

 

wonderful daughters, Olivia (their first-born) and twin daughters, Allison 

and Madison.  All three of their girls are in college:  Olivia attends the 

University of Arkansas and the twins go to Central Baptist College in 

Conway and play softball for the Lady Mustangs.  Jason is on LFC's  

Missions board.   

 

HERE IS JASON'S TESTIMONY: 

I cannot remember a time in my life when I did not believe that Jesus is the 

son of God, and that he died for my sins. Because of this my thought has been 

I have always been a Christian. Yet, I do remember a time when I came face 

to face with the fact that there was a step that I needed to take - that Jesus was 

the forgiver of sins and He needed to be Lord of my life.  I was in the truck 

with my dad, on one of many road trips we took together, and he began to talk 

to me about John 3:16.  I was about 13.  It was at that "A-ha" moment that I 

understood that I need to ask forgiveness for my sins. (I've had many more 

"A-ha" moments with God since)   

I have gone thru times in my life when I have not lived the way we are 

supposed to live. The incredible thing about our walk in this life is that even 

when we are not living the right way, God still loves us. He loves us enough to 

correct us. While God will correct us when we do wrong, if we pay attention, 

and realize what is actually happening in our lives, we will see that our father 

blesses us every day. Even in the middle of the worst times in our lives, if we 

will honestly look, we can find blessings everywhere. I believe that the things 

that are happening to us at any given time that we perceive as bad, if we will 

accept it, is actually our God trying to teach us a lesson, whether it be 

physical, spiritual, financial, or emotional. When things are going bad, if we 

will just stop for a second, and ask what is God trying to teach me, what 

lesson should I learn from this? If we can do that, and give God all the glory 

for helping us to learn not to make these same mistakes over again. We will 

truly realize how blessed we are. I love the lord! 

Steve has asked me to answer 3 questions 



 

 

1) Describe God, and your relationship with him. The best way to describe 

God is to use his words, “Alpha, and Omega, the beginning and the end”. God 

is so big, he is so everything that when he said “let there be light” THE SUN 

WAS CREATED! As for my relationship with him: 100% trust! The Lord 

knows that I am going to screw up, continually, He knows all the bad that I 

have done, he knows everything that is wrong with me, and he knows that I 

love him, and I know that he loves and will always love me. 

2) How has God transformed your life? God has transformed my life by 

giving me the courage to live without ever worrying about life. No matter 

what happens, no matter what goes wrong, no matter what, as long as I 

acknowledge God in all my ways He will direct my paths. That means that 

God has my back. God will always take care of me, no matter the 

circumstance, and when this life is over, we all know it just gets better.   

3) Explain what living for God means to you. Living for God to me means that 

you have a high level of reverence for the Lord. We should have such a high 

level that we study his word in such a manner that we learn the way he wants 

us to live. We try to live the way he wants us to. Even thou there is no way, on 

our own, we can be perfect. Thru the sacrifice that his son and our savior 

Jesus Christ has made, we can be perfect. Living for God means that I do my 

best, I trust, I obey, I believe, I pray.     

 

 

Day 5 Testimony:   Bubba Caple 

Bubba's wife, Carol, grew up on a wheat 

farm in Kansas and Bubba grew up in 

Kansas and Missouri.  They have been 

married for 27 years and have lived in 

NW Arkansas since 1993.   They have 3 sons.   



 

 

Michael is 26 and lives in Claremore, Oklahoma with his wife Katy.  They 

are both graduates of Rhema Bible Training Center and are serving as 

youth pastors at Cedar Point Church.  Bubba and Carol shares, "Katy is a 

perfect example of answered prayer, as we have prayed for our son’s 

spouses since they were babies." 

Caleb is 23 and an infantry soldier in the Army.  He is currently on 

deployment in the Mid-East and is very appreciative of LFC’s prayers for 

him and his brigade. 

Their youngest is Daniel, he is 14 and really enjoys helping Miss Jalynn in 

children’s church on Sundays. 

 

HERE IS BUBBA'S TESTIMONY: 

When I was growing up, my mom and dad traveled with an evangelist.  We 

were in church almost every night. I was one of five kids.  Mom and Dad 

would just leave me at church to find my own ride home or sometimes, I 

would just run home on my own.  I would go outside with all the other kids to 

play and tell them if they weren’t saved, they better get back in the tent and go 

to the altar or they would go to Hell when they died.  I can remember sleeping 

under the tents to keep people from stealing the equipment.  There were 

storms, winds, and even people throwing stuff at us some nights.   

I also remember people being healed, delivered, and set free from the power 

of the devil.  When the power of God fell, it made even the out of tune piano 

and the bad singing sound good! 

God can bring peace and liberty to those that are oppressed.  I have learned 

that by reading the Word and sometimes reading it out loud, that my faith 

will grow.  The devil cannot defeat you when you are standing on God’s word.  

Also, look up the verses that pertain to your problem and using your own 



 

 

name personalize your prayers.  For instance, you could pray Ephesians 3:20. 

“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we (the 

Caples) ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us (the Caples).  

We cannot be moved by what we see, only by what the Word of God says.  No 

matter if you see it or not, you have to believe God for his word.  Mark 11:22-

24 tells us this, “And Jesus answering saith unto them,  Have faith in God.   For 

verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou 

removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall 

believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have 

whatsoever he saith.  Therefore I say unto you, what things soever ye desire, 

when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”   

Some people can believe for enough money to pay a church off, some can only 

believe for enough to buy a candy bar.  Start where your faith is and let God 

grow it.  Sometimes we just need to take that first step and he’ll meet us.  Just 

as he met Peter in Matthew 14:29.  Don’t be afraid to take the first step.   

Some of my favorite quotes are from Smith Wigglesworth.   

“Faith already knows before even asking.”   

“Mountains that are not spoken to remain in place.” 

“God can change even the most unlikely thing.” 

“All lack of faith is due to not feeding on God’s word.” 

“God can move mountains, but faith and prayer move God.” 

“A man is in a great place when he has no one to turn to but God.” 

 

 



 

 

Day 6 Testimony:   

Mike and Melissa McFarland 

We are happy to introduce to you a 

beautiful family, new to the area, who 

found our church website.  God used a simple connection of technology to 

prompt their decision about where their family should worship.  We are so 

grateful God led them to Living Faith Church!  Their testimony about 

God's miracle in their lives will encourage you! 

 

THE McFARLAND TESTIMONY: 

Hello Everybody,  Our names are Mike and Melissa McFarland.  We moved 

to Fayetteville in July 2014. Mike is a Route Sales Representative for Frito-

Lay. Melissa is a Bakery/Deli Manager at Harps in Siloam Springs. We have 

two beautiful daughters, Paige is 9 and Bailei is 2. Mike graduated from Van 

Buren High in 2003 and went to college at the University of Arkansas Fort 

Smith to study Computer Technology. Melissa graduated from Van Buren 

High in 2005 and went to Arkansas Tech University to study for Occupational 

Therapist Assistant. We have been together for 4 Years and been married for 

almost 4 months.  

Mike got saved when he was 16 years old. Melissa was saved at age 12. We 

believe God put in our hearts and guided us to move here to lead us down 

better paths in our lives. We both got great jobs here and found this Amazing 

church and home at Living Faith Church. We had been searching for a good 

church when we moved here and Melissa did a lot of researching and came 

across Living Faith Church.  We decided to go on a Wednesday Night to 

check it out and joined the Marriage Enrichment Class lead by Dylan and 

Jennifer Phillips. The class has been very inspiring and great for our 

marriage. We have been going here since October 2014 and love every 

moment of it. We love the whole church family and love our continuing 

growth with God each day.  



 

 

Our personal relationship with God has been growing and getting stronger by 

the day. We have been trying to learn to stop taking worries and stress of 

everyday life on our own and turn it over to God. To know he will take care of 

our lives and always guide us if we let him and believe our lives will be that 

much better has been amazing.  We always pray to God every day to thank 

him for all our blessings and to talk to him through a personal connection to 

better our lives through him.  

Our biggest testimony was in February 2012 when our daughter Bailei was 

born. The hospital gave us some inaccurate information about when Melissa 

should have her C-section to have Bailei and so she was born almost 2 months 

earlier than she should have been. We only got to hold her for a short brief 

time before she was taken back to the NICU. Her lungs weren't fully 

developed yet so she wasn't able to breathe on her own and had to be on a 

respirator. The hospital told us that she could be in there for weeks. This was 

very devastating as new parents because all we wanted to do was hold our 

baby girl and take her home with us. We prayed and prayed each day she was 

in there for God to deliver us a miracle by making her better and to make 

sure she would be fully developed. Her condition remained the same for 4 

days. On that 4th day we both fell to our knees and cried and prayed to God 

to deliver us a miracle.  

War veterans came by the NICU area that day and delivered some small 

stuffed animals they had made to give to the babies. We arrived that evening 

and Melissa had an inspiration to take the stuffed animal home and put her 

body scent on it and put it back in the bed where Bailei was laying in and she 

slept with it all night. The next morning we called the Nurses station to see 

how Bailei was doing and we can still remember what the nurse said to this 

day. She told us that Bailei was completely off the respirator, her feeding tube 

was removed and she was breathing on her own and was even willing to eat 

from a bottle.  She was doing 100 percent better! The best news was that we 

could finally bring her home within a day or so. We knew God performed a 

miracle and knew we needed him more then anything.  

God works in mysterious ways and he ANSWERS prayers! God watched over 

our little girl and he wasn't letting anything happen to her. God knew what he 



 

 

was doing when the opportunity arose to move here.  We were led to the 

greatest place almost immediately. God is continuing to work miracles in our 

lives daily and we are grateful for everything he has done and is continuing to 

do! 

 

Day 7 Testimony:   Bryce Vaught  

My name is Bryce Vaught.  I am the 

youth pastor at Living Faith Church.  I 

am currently engaged to Brittany 

Richert and look forward to marrying 

her in less than 5 months.  I grew up in Living Faith Church with my 

whole family.  I went to Farmington High School and graduated the 

University of Arkansas in 2012 with a Bachelors of Science degree in 

Biology. 

God is patient.  I believe that if there is one thing about his love that God 

wants to display the most, it’s how patient his love is.  I became a Christian 

at the young age of 4.  For the most part I think I had a good 

understanding of what I was saved from, but I didn’t really have any idea of 

what I was saved to.  I loved Jesus, but there was no real passion for him or 

his church.  It was around my first year of college when God began to 

transform my life.  I had begun to watch online sermons from James River 

Church in Springfield MO and I was hooked.  Soon I found several other 

preachers that I would listen to and eventually found myself watching 3-4 

sermons per day.  I could not get enough of hearing God’s word.  As my 

heart for Christ changed, so did my heart for his church.  The very week 

that I started to ask God for direction in how to serve, I was asked to help 

serve in the youth.  I didn’t have a clue what I was doing, but over time God 

gave me more and more responsibilities.  From being a small group leader, 



 

 

to assisting on events, to eventually preaching.  As I was finishing up my 

senior year of college there was an opening for the youth pastor position at 

our church.  I was intrigued.  After getting confirmation from Pastor Steve, 

and then talking with him about the position for several months, I officially 

came on staff in August of 2012.  Since then things have been messy, 

confusing, and, at times, discouraging.  I still feel like I don’t have a clue 

on what to do with a lot of things.  But if there is one thing that I’ve learned 

it’s that God is patient.  Through everything he continues to love me and 

build his church.  Now, for me, living for God is not just about being saved 

from hell, it’s about being saved to him.  The only goal in life is to be with 

Christ and to be like Christ.         

 

Day 8 Testimony:  Chris Fanning  

My name is Chris Fanning I am 28 

years old. I have been going to Living 

Faith since 1992.  23 years now, growing 

up as a boy, I attended church every 

Sunday and Wednesday.  

My life began to go down-hill at the age of 15 when I started to run around 

with the wrong people and began using drugs, this happened for about 4 

years. Then when I turned 19 I put the hard drugs down and turned to 

alcohol and prescription drugs.  Before I knew it I had turned into a full 

blown alcoholic. Before I turned 21 I drank every day for 8 long years. And 

in those eight years I found myself in jail, it seemed like every other month 

and with a felony charge for hydrocodone.  

When I turned 25 I married my wife Brieana, she had a little boy named 

Aiden who was 4 years old at the time. Then 2 years later we had another 

little boy named Mason Thomas Fanning.  



 

 

Our marriage was a hard battle for those two years because I was still 

battling the alcohol that had taken over my life at such an early age but it 

was on Christmas of 2013 that I took my last drink!!! I went to church that 

following Sunday after Christmas and sitting there in my seat I asked God 

to help me fight this battle I was going through.  I had been trying to beat it 

solely myself and had never accomplished. It was then that Amy Cote got 

on stage and sang a song called breaking the chains and as she was 

singing the song, I began to pour out my heart and soul to God, seeking his 

help to beat this addiction - to stay strong, and he did!  

I celebrated my one year of sobriety on Christmas morning 2014. God has 

changed and blessed my life in so many different ways. He has turned me 

into the father and husband that he wanted me to be. Every morning I wake 

up and give him all the praise and glory for saving me, and I am truly 

thankful. The best part is, that when Jesus returns to take us home not only 

am I going, but I will be taking my wife and children with me, because as 

for me and my house we will serve the Lord!! 

 

 

Day 9 Testimony:  James Cavin  

Shae and I have been married for almost  

8 years. We have 5 children. Trinity - 10, 

Bella - 5, Braxtyn - 4, Ava - 4, and 

Samson - 1. 

I have worked for Hiland Dairy since 2012 and I worked as a Law 

Enforcement Officer for 6 years before that. Shae is a part time hairdresser 

and part time stay-at-home mom, 



 

 

I was saved about 6 years ago at Unity Church in West Fork, but never 

really lived as a Christian until my baptism about 2 years ago at Prairie 

Grove Christian Church by Vance Eubanks. 

Interesting fact: I love to run mountain trails and am currently training to 

race in Ultra-marathons of up to 100 miles. 

My Testimony: 

“He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.”  

This single verse of Psalm 23 is the essence of living a Kingdom-life and 

the rallying cry for all who want to know Jesus personally. 

Roughly one year ago I resolved to not only know about God, but to 

know Him intimately. I felt compelled to seek Him out as never before. I 

couldn’t know it at the time, but what I was responding to was a 

beckoning from Jesus Himself to draw closer. Not for His sake, but for 

mine. 

And so I did. I spent every available hour meditating, praying, studying, 

simplifying, seeking solitude and silence for the chance to hear the voice 

of our ever-present Teacher. Little-by-little He showed Himself to me 

through dreams, visions, and presence. For months I wondered why I 

was so lucky. At the same time I failed to notice my declining health and 

rapid weight loss. 

In early August I went in for a routine medical procedure. At this point I 

knew something was wrong because for months I had been receiving an 

overwhelming sense of assurance from God. In every moment I could tell 

that the Lord had a steadying hand at my back. So, when I woke up from 

anesthesia to the news that I had colon cancer, to my wife’s horror I 

replied with a simple “Okay” and went back to sleep. It was the same 

story for the removal surgery and follow up appointments. Throughout 



 

 

it all I knew beyond a doubt that everything would work out as it should. 

Because my Teacher/Father/Doctor told me it would. 

It was then that I knew the real meaning behind verses such as Matt 

28:20 “…And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” 

and Matt 4:17 “Repent for the kingdom of Heaven is near.” The 

Kingdom of Heaven is not only the place we go before we receive our 

resurrection bodies, but also a kingdom for now, on earth as in heaven, 

that in it we can work together in unison with the ever-present and living 

God. 

Through this daily walk with Jesus, or as Dallas Willard calls Him, the 

Kingdom Among Us, we see the real, tangible benefits of living in the 

Spirit. We know what Jesus means when he says “the Truth will set you 

free” and how easily the early church founders were able to laugh in the 

face of persecution, even to the point of death. 

As I myself walked with Jesus through the valley of the shadow of death 

there were no more fitting words that those of Paul: “Where, O death, is 

your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” Thank the Lord that Jesus 

offers this power over death and everlasting life to all who believe. 

 

Day 10 Testimony:  Donna Myers  

My name is Donna Myers and I was 

born in California.  I had Godly 

Grandparents.  They were pastors.  As 

a child it was so peaceful to go and stay 

the night with them.  They read the bible and prayed out loud.  My home 

life was not like that.  Because of my grandparents I was able to see and 



 

 

experience the love of Jesus as a child.  I thank God that they showed me 

the love of God. Through all of the wrong decisions I know God was 

there.  I can't explain it.  I look back on life, as we all do, and knew God 

was there.  I am so blessed to have God even when I knew and God knew 

that I was not worthy.  That's God's love and mercy though.  I have been 

blessed to have wonderful children--Jaime, Heather and Garry.  I love 

them with all of my heart. 

This is how God works--He takes our mess ups and makes them right.  I 

moved to Arkansas around 1985.  Life happened...  I met Fletcher Myers 

and God had a plan.  We didn't know it yet though.  We got married on 

December 1, 1990 and went on a ride.  God showed us both that it was 

not about us.  Lots of life happened... We learned that God has a sense of 

humor since he put us together.   

We started going to church together around 1991.  Fletcher would 

always tell the story about Heather going to church as a young girl.  He 

would say if she wants to go then surely we could try it.  We both had 

known of God and church.  We were just not living like it, but God was 

always there.  Fletcher's dad was a pastor.  He passed away when 

Fletcher was only 14 years old.   So we started getting involved in church 

with the kids.  God had his hands full with us.  You hear people talk 

about baggage; boy we had lots of it.  Through it all God kept us 

together. 

Then came Isabella, the first grand-baby.  That was a gift straight from 

Heaven.  God taught us both about unconditional love through Isabella.  

God softened Papa's heart through her.  He was a great papa to Isabella.  

Then came Mazzi and Isaac.  He was a great papa to all three of them.  

He was always there when they needed him. 

Then the wreck happened in 2008.  It was very bad.  Fletcher would say 

he was praying for patience and boy did God give it to him!  God was on 



 

 

the scene the whole time through it all, and we came out victorious on the 

other side. 

July 1, 2014 God called Fletcher home to be with Him.  Boy, you talk 

about a surprise.  My Grandson Isaac was with Papa that day working.  

I was worried about Isaac at first, but a few days after Fletcher had been 

called home to Jesus Isaac said, "Grandma, why is everybody so upset?  

Papa is in Heaven!"  I told him he was right, Papa is in Heaven.  God 

said for us to be like a child.   

I thank God for that peace that surpasses all understanding.  I was not 

ready for Fletcher to go.  Fletcher would tell me He was so glad he was a 

Christian because he knew where he was going.  He loved the Lord.  

That's how I have peace.  I know we will meet again.  I don't know how 

people make it in this world without the Lord. 

How has God transformed my life?  I have not always lived for the Lord, 

but when I met Him he accepted me just as I was.  He showed me true 

love.  That love that surpasses all.  Then it just happened; I started 

reading his word and loving Him back.  It was so clean and refreshing 

and peaceful.  I took it one day at a time.  He is my life.  That's all I 

needed because with Him all else falls into place.  I love Jesus with all my 

heart. 

 

Day 11 Testimony:  Trevor England  

My name is Trevor England. I am 18, 

and I am currently a senior in high 

school. My parents are Glenn and 

Kerry England, and my brothers are 

Aaron and Travis England.  

As a family we have been going to church for my entire life. We hopped 

around churches for a while and ended up landing at LFC in 2006, but 



 

 

when we moved to West Fork in 2010 we also changed to a local church 

in West Fork called Unity. But in 2013 we were back in Elkins and back 

to LFC. It was at this point God changed my life by giving me a calling 

and surrounding me with the best people around to help me in my 

ministry.  

But before I get into that let me tell you about my Mom's side of the 

family. My mom's family have always been Pentecostal and they all grew 

up in church. Today one of my uncles is a pastor and plays bass, one of 

my uncles does the sound board, all of my aunts can sing beautifully, one 

of my aunts plays piano, and another uncle of mine is a preacher too. My 

Grandma and Grandpa preach at a local elderly home too.  

Now I mention this because this family is what all started the change in 

my life. I grew up as a Christian my whole life and ended up giving my 

life to God when I was 13. I've always been a good kid, never did drugs 

or drink or curse.  

But this doesn't mean I was living for God. I was doing everything I was 

told to do, but I wasn't chasing after God, and I wasn't seeking to grow 

in God. And this lasted all the way till 2013. That summer I went to my 

family's church camp in Branson as I had always done. Except this year 

I said enough was enough. I was tired of being a lukewarm Christian. It 

was at this church camp where I asked God to use me for how he saw fit. 

I wanted to be used to grow his kingdom. And needless to say God 

answered my prayer.  

When we had finally moved back to Elkins I started going back to LFC. 

After my first youth service back as I was leaving Shayne Taylor stopped 

and asked me if I played an instrument. Of course I said yes and ever 

since I've been growing in God and he has blessed me with so much more 

talent than I could have ever imagined and a great church to practice my 

ministry in with the right people I needed. I started out playing keys, and 

in early 2014 God blessed me with the ability to play bass guitar too. I 



 

 

not only use this blessing for church I have also been blessed to be part of 

an amazing FCA group at school where I play the piano for our events 

that we put together.  

The amount of talent I have gained in the past two years far surpasses 

every year before that and anything I could have ever imagined. It is 

truly unbelievable what is possible through God when you strive to grow 

in him and seek Him everyday. And now I will continue to live for God 

by growing in my personal relationship with Christ, seeking for His will 

to be done, and by growing in and continuing in my call of worship 

ministry and growing His kingdom. 

 

 

Day 12 Testimony:  Jaime Carlson   

-texted this testimony to me over the 

course of a month and I asked if I could 

post it to encourage you that... 

 "our faith + God's faithfulness = miracles" 

 

 

TEXT RECEIVED Tuesday, December 9, 2014 

 

Pastor Steve, it's Jaime Carlson. I've been putting this off but after last week my 

testimony came somewhat full circle and it's time for me to brag on God. I'm 

leaving it up to you if and when you might want me to share quickly with the 

church. I can't shake the feeling that I am supposed to share but by no means is it 

for me ....all the glory is to God!  

Real quick with limited details: I've been searching for a good paying job since July. 

Had many great interviews...I was #1 "non selectee" for all 4 jobs. During this 4 



 

 

months I have listened, dug into the word more then I ever have. My obedience even 

surprised me....I can go more into detail face to face if you ever wanted to know. But 

bottom line my connect and hearing the Lord has been astounding and I love it! He 

put on my heart the month of November ...I was certain but thought that was the 

month I would get a job. I kept actively searching ....well August  I interviewed with 

CaseStack. The lady loved me she said but I was #2 again. She told me she would 

keep my resume ....well she was serious.  

She called me a couple times asking how my search was going....oh yeah she is a 

Christian and during my interview and our phone conversation we openly spoke of 

the Lord. Amen!  So I get a call the first of November  from her. She said I'm not 

suppose to be calling you but I couldn't help it. She said I would be getting a call 

from HR with a job offer..remember I interviewed back in August.  

So I got offered the job, The Lord had put a salary amount on my heart and they 

offered me exactly that, the hours are perfect for me and Mazzi. I still get to take 

her to school in mornings. Benefits are awesome and my boss is so flexible and 

understands I'm a single mom. So this is my second week and I can't explain the 

peace I have being here. This was my job...I needed to go through my 4 month 

season concentrating on God...I didn't have a job but I never once had any money 

problems. My faith was and is completely in Him. Oh this is what really made me 

feel it's time to share. I found out on Friday I didn't replace anyone this position was 

created for me. WOW! God created this job for me ....they really didn't need me but 

God knew they did! I'm just beside myself.  

So many more details but bottom line I need to brag on God but I feel He wants me 

to stress the obedient part....we have to do our part for Him and He promises to do 

His part for us. Sorry this is long...was on lunch break and felt I needed to get this to 

you. So I am comfortable sharing in church if you would like me too. If not I'm good 

with that as well. God is soooo good! So proud to be a LFC member! Love you and 

Sister Beth so very much!    

 

 

SECOND TEXT RECEIVED Friday, January 9th, 2014 

Ready for this awesomeness from God?! Complete favor! So with my 

new job created by God I was getting holiday pay for Dec 25 and 



 

 

26....well the 29th that Monday was when I was super sick. I went into 

work Tuesday and my boss told me that I wouldn't get holiday pay 

because if you miss the day after a holiday-no holiday pay will be give-- 

just the rules. So I said well that stinks but it is what it is because I was 

really sick.  

A few days later she told me she was trying to get my holiday pay back. 

Not exactly sure why...well except God put favor on me...Amen! She told 

me not to say anything because normally they won't overrule policy. I 

told her thank you and I'm not worried either way; God is in control and 

has my back. She agreed and nothing else was said. I got paid 

today....WITH my 2 days holiday pay. Amen� God is good ALL time 

.....just want to share. Glory to God! - Jaime Carlson 

 

Day 13 Testimony:  Bonnie Ramsey 

Bonnie and her husband, Shelley have 

been married for 48 years and have 

attended LFC for 45 years.  Bonnie is a 

former Mayor of the city of Bethel Heights and her career was in the public 

school system.   God has been faithful to them both providing healing and 

favor through 6 heart attacks, 4 heart medical procedures, cancer surgery, 

loss of 9 siblings and both sets of parents, a precious niece, Tristan and 

Warrior Aunt.  Bonnie says, "Through it all, God has been that extra set of 

footprints walking with us every step.  In fact, I checked and those footprints 

are still right beside me.  Isn't God wonderful?!"   

 

When Bonnie was first asked to write her testimony for the fasting blog 

she texted this message: 



 

 

I will but it would take the rest of my life to write the miracles, blessings, 

God's goodness and the awesomeness of his healing power in my life and 

to my family. The latest being the straightening of (my dauhter) Shalena's 

son's bone in his right arm after it was placed in the wrong cast for 3 

weeks and had grown completely crooked, it is now straight and he is 

pitching again. Yep God is still in the healing business, beyond anything we 

can imagine or comprehend.  

 

 

LFC: Describe God and your relationship with him:  

 

Bonnie:  God is my strength,my healer,my refuge,and my everything, 

His resources are not limited.With all of my lack of faith and doubts at 

times, comes a still calming voice: 

I am your strength, I am your courage, I am whatever you need, because 

"I am who I am"who or what else would I need. 

 

 

LFC: How has God transformed your life? 

Bonnie: By teaching me through experience  total dependence on him ----

--That I don't need a" back-up plan", His plan is all I need. I have peace 

even when I can't see the answer or the plan I know without a doubt He 

does. 

 

 

LFC: Explain what living for God means to you: 

 



 

 

Bonnie:  I can rest assured that I am firmly anchored in the 

cross,knowing that God paid the ultimate price for all my sins. I know 

that I am fully forgiven and that my story ends well......at the gates of 

heaven. Even though I live in the strife of this world I am assured that 

God is in control and his grace,mercy,and love is all sufficient! 

 

Day 14 Testimony:   

From nationally recognized Christian Author and Speaker, Natalie 

Coles. Her message can be read via the web.  

 

Day 15 Testimony:  Junior Allen (Junior is 

LFC's Christian Education Director-Adult 

division) 

Junior and Anna moved to Fayetteville, 

Arkansas in August of 1999, where Anna attended the University of 

Arkansas, Fayetteville. After attending at Life Harvester Church, they found 

Living Faith under unusual circumstances. Initially, we would notice the 

church when we would pass by on occasion taking plastics or paper to the 

city containers on Fifteenth street. Then, Anna ran into Suze at the 

University one day and Suze invited us to church at Living Faith. She said it 

was a wonderful , loving , church family. We attended in the summer of 

2003 and became members September of 2003. How grateful we are for 

our church family at Living Faith. 

  

Junior’s Testimony: 

  



 

 

I grew up in the small town of Lake Providence, Louisiana where I was 

mentored by my uncles, aunts, and grandparents. I had no father in the 

home, but later God restored my relationship with my father during my 

teenage years. My grandparents were Christians so I was exposed to the 

Christian faith at an early age. After my tour of duty in the Vietnam War at 

age 18, I returned home to Louisiana. I now look back at the small bible 

that I had with me during that time and think about the faithful prayers of 

my grandmother. God preserved my life and I’m grateful for his love and 

mercy. Then, he allowed me to attend college and graduate with a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from Grambling State 

University and to have a long term career with the Department of Labor. It 

was here that I met my wife Anna. We were married on January 31, 1988. 

However, I call her Ms. Anna. We have two loving and dear children; Jared 

whom I call “J.R.” and Janna; whom I call “Pooky”; two dogs Bailey Marie 

and Dixie Marie whom we cherish dearly. 

  

One of several funny things that happened to me was when a friend and I 

went fishing and a horse ran after me gnawing at me. I had to run to get 

away from him. It was a funny and strange thing. However I ended up 

enjoying my fishing trip. The other time was when we all got skates for 

Christmas when the children were young. So, I put my skates on and 

skated through the living room and into the kitchen, where the skates 

tried to come out from under me, so I grabbed onto Anna’s potholder that 

I had crafted out of wood. Anna’s saying, “Stop”!! I just remember the pots 

and potholders coming down on me. What a laugh the kids had that 

Christmas!! 

  

My joyous times are the times spent with God and my family. My wife and 

children see me when I’m in a good mood (on Sundays); and when I’m in 



 

 

not so good a mood on occasion at home. They love me unconditionally 

with a permanent love. God’s love for us is unconditional and his mercies 

are new every morning. I’m thankful for my daily relationship with Jesus 

Christ and for the gift of family. 

  

My testimony is that God’s word is true and faithful. He is interested in 

every little detail of our lives. “Everything is laid bare before him.” In my 

employment, it was God who promoted me from a Master Interviewer to 

a Sub-regional manager where I retired after 27 years. It was God who 

allowed me to pass examinations for store management at Lowe’s and 

then it was God who redirected me.  

Matthew 6:33, “Teach me to seek you first in all this”.  

And just recently, I retired from Lowe’s with additional retirement 

benefits.  At the end of the day spending time with my family on weekends 

and worshiping God are the two main priorities in my life. I had to ask 

myself the question,  “ Is a higher position in retail worth giving this up? 

The answer “No” became clear.  

Colossians 3:1 “Set your mind on things above”. 

Finally, “children are a blessing from the Lord”. I always gave J.R. and 

Pooky the assignment of finding my yard stick. I said whoever finds it first, 

gets a reward. They would find it and get a reward. One day they got smart 

and began putting the yard stick away. When I would ask for it one of 

them brings it to me and gets the reward. I finally got smart and said, Wait 

a minute, How are you finding it so quickly? They had to admit they had 

been hiding it on purpose!! 

  



 

 

So God has not only been available to my family through studying his word 

and prayer, bible study, attending church but we have been able to apply 

it to our lives. We both had careers in state government and some time in 

federal government, which we give God the glory for. He still has many 

things ahead for our lives. He has recently blessed us with Stephen’s 

ministry where we’re expecting God to do great things through one-on-

one ministry to those who are hurting.  

During the fast we are holding up the ministry before the Lord. As I may 

have said earlier, “Expect God to work out all the details of your life”. My 

transformation came in the early eighties when I sought the Lord and 

found him. He became real to me- not something abstract. God is 

someone who walks with me through everything in life whether good or 

bad.  

One of my favorite songs is entitled, “The Anchor Holds.” It holds in spite 

of the storms in my life. There were things that happened in my life that 

could have made me become bitter; but God’s love helps me to remain 

hopeful; joyful, peaceful, and loving.  

These three shall remain faith, hope and love, but the greatest of these is 

love. 1st Corinthians 13 

  

At the end of the day, I want to be known as a servant of Jesus Christ, a 

husband who is a friend, provider, protector and places God first in my life. 

A loving father and disciplinarian who assigned scripture readings to my 

children daily and later discussed it in bible study as a family. I want to be 

known as a father who spoke blessings over my son and daughter and was 

a priest in his home.  



 

 

I want to be known as a child of God, someone who has made Jesus Christ 

my Lord and Savior; and as a man of prayer and ministry of God’s word. 

“May God Bless You All.”    

Your Brother in Christ, Junior 

 

 

Day 16 Testimony:  Jonathan Curtis 

Jonathan was born into LFC, the son of 

Pastor Steve and Beth.  He is a front-line 

singer and volunteers in the student 

ministry assisting Pastor Bryce. 

HERE IS JONATHAN'S TESTIMONY: 

All of my life I have been known as the "Pastors Son". There are two things 

that people have told me that stick out the most. One is that "Pastors kids 

are the worst" and the other is "I can't wait for you to continue the Curtis 

legacy". Both of these statements have impacted my life for the better. 

When I heard "Pastors kids are the worst", I took it as a challenge to be 

better than that. So in a way it motivates me to be a better Christian.  

Like all Christians, I have struggled at times and have done things I am not 

proud of. But after I did these things; by the grace of God I was able to 

change what I was doing and turn my life back around and give it the Lord.  

My goal was to prove people wrong and be a good Pastors kid. This did not 

come easy and did not come without help. If I had not had the help of my 

family, church family and friends I couldn't have been a good Pastors kid. 

Now I am not saying I'm perfect but I am proud to say I made it through 

my teens years still searching after the Lord.  



 

 

Being a Pastors kid is not always easy cause you have all these pressures to 

be better and you are held to a higher standard by the world. You have 

eyes watching you from seemingly every angle waiting for you to mess up.  

So you have to be on your toes which I am happy for because it helped me 

stay on track.  

Being a Pastors kid was and is always fun cause you make friends in the 

church that basically become your family. So thank you to all who taught 

me and helped raise me to be good Pastors kid.  

Now the second thing people would say to me is "I can't wait for you to 

continue the Curtis legacy". Which, if God willing, I'd love to Continue that 

Legacy. Growing up, this put pressure on me. I always thought to myself, 

"how am I going to live up to what my Dad and Grandpa have done? How 

is that possible?" But as I got older I realized that I'm not here to just live 

up to the standards my Dad and Grandpa have set, but it's more important 

to live up to the life God has given me.  

In my life growing up I would bend but wouldn't break when the pressures 

of this world would come against me. My relationship with God has only 

grown over the years. I never want to get to the point where I am happy 

where my relationship with the Lord is but I always want to look for ways 

to grow our relationship.  The only way that will happen is if I open up my 

life to Him because he wouldn't force things on me.  

So you could say my relationship with God isn't where I want it to be. Since 

I have really decided to give everything to the Lord he has transformed my 

life. He has changed my mind and the way I think and the way I respond to 

situations.  

Living for God means opening up my life so that he can lead me in the path 

he wants me to go. Giving it my all and not stopping when I think I am 

finished but when I get to heaven and he says, "Well Done". 



 

 

 

Day 17 Testimony:  Jalin Ware  

Jalin is a freshman in college.  His parents 

are Mary and Charlie Matthews.  This 

family is some of the most faithful and 

loyal people you will ever meet!  They sit in the far right seat section-far 

left if your looking from the stage. 

HERE IS JALIN'S TESTIMONY: 

To me I consider God the perfect Father figure. He knows everything about 

me from my favorite foods to my dream goals. I feel that God knows my 

struggles ,and when I'm angry or sad I know that he understands how I'm 

feeling and he just watches over me. I strongly believe that God knows me 

better then I know myself, and with that I believe God and I have a pretty 

close relationship.  

 

Ways God has transformed my life I would say happened during my junior 

in high school. He has showed me that it's okay for me to be open with 

people and express how much I love them. At first I had trouble letting 

people in my life because of how bad I was treated by people my age 

before high school. Then God drew an elementary school friend back into 

my life and when he did that I felt that he brought back the old me.  

At the beginning of my junior year in high school my friend ended up 

passing away from a bad car accident. At first I was depressed and lost my 

way then I remembered how my friend hated to see anyone sad including 

me so I started trying to go back to normal. I didn't really go back to 

Student Ministries, but that summer I went to a church summer camp.  



 

 

A couple of nights before our last day we were asked to give our testimony 

and I laid everything on the table from my heart. I let all of the anger, 

resentment and hurt I was feeling go and put it in Gods hands. When I was 

doing this I remembered one day Pastor Curtis was preaching and he was 

talking about how God is powerful and to be feared but he's also loving 

and Merciful. So I believe God helped me accept love in my life and told 

me it's alright to let people in.  

 

Living for God to me means accepting everyone for who they are. I know 

that everyone sins and has their own troubles. Living for God involves 

being there for that person in their time of need and not looking down on 

them. That also means showing love for them no matter what. Yes in life 

we may not agree with the way they're living their life but we also must 

not forget that in our life we have sinned against God and he didn't turn 

his back against us. He was their waiting to lead us back on the right path 

with open arms. 

 

Day 18 Testimony:  Sandra Fitch   

Sandra and Randy are LFC's Christian 

Education directors/children's division and 

are on the church's prayer team. They 

have two children: a daughter, Miranda and a son, Ranson.   

HERE IS SANDRA'S TESTIMONY: 

     I was 13 when I accepted Jesus as my Savior. Living for the Lord really 

isn’t how I would describe the past 37 years. It has been a walk, an 

adventure, or a journey. A journey that gets sweeter every day. I came to 

Living Faith Church as a 16 year old teenager and met the love of my life 



 

 

Randy Fitch. 8 months after our first date, I married him. I was raised in a 

Christian home and Randy was raised in a Christian home.  

I thank God every day that we were taught to “seek first the kingdom of 

God and all of His righteousness, and all these other things shall be added 

unto you” Matthew 6:33. God has done exactly that, added things to our 

lives that were never supposed to be added. God has given us children 

that we were never supposed to have. God restored our marriage that was 

coming to an end. God provided financial means when we had nothing. 

God gave us peace and joy of a brighter tomorrow when we were broken 

hearted after saying farewell to our parents way too early. I am not sure if 

I call it living for God because I absolutely don’t want to live without God.   

Having the peace and joy of knowing that on my journey, up on the 

mountain top, down in the valley low, through the hardest storm, in the 

hottest, driest desert or walking along the sea shore, Jesus is walking with 

me. He will never leave me nor forsake me. I can trust in Him. He loves me 

unconditionally. But most importantly, when my journey here is over, I will 

go to be with Him. That is what living for God means to me. He is my 

everything. 

   God has changed my life from someone who without Him had no hope, 

no promise of heaven, no peace, no guidance, and no joy, to someone who 

has God to hold their future, hold their hand and guide each step, hold 

their broken heart and fix it and hold their attention as He calls their name 

for heaven. All of this is given to me, even though I don’t deserve it. God 

loves me and through His grace has freely given it to me. Why I am so 

blessed to know the creator and have Him call me friend, I do not know. I 

thank God for His grace and I want to share it so that everyone can be 

saved. 

   My relationship with God through the years has grown as I have read His 

word, listened to Him speak to me and seen His miracles. One of the good 



 

 

things about being of the OLDER generation, is that I can truly look back to 

where He has brought me from to where I am today. The hope of the 

future and the promise of a better place is in my sight. Heaven is more 

real, brighter, more beautiful, sweeter, more precious, and more in reach 

than ever before. Because of my Fathers love for me, through his Son Jesus 

I have hope. My faith is steady. His love has been proven. My hope is in 

Him. 

 

  

Day 19 Testimony:  Carla Curtis  

Carla Curtis Carla and Brent's bio is 

in her testimony.  Be ready to be 

inspired! 

 

HER TESTIMONY: 

Brent and I have been married for 16 years and moved to Fayetteville from 

Valley Springs, Arkansas, July 1, 2011, with Brent’s job transfer.  Brent is 

currently the Brigade Personnel Officer for the 142nd Field Artillery 

Brigade and I am the Director of Special Services for Fayetteville Public 

Schools. We are a blended family with four children and two grand-

children.  The oldest son, Justin Millsap, wife Amber and grand-daughters 

MaKenna Grace and Olivia Faith reside in Harrison. Chase Curtis, 24, is a 

graduate of the University of Missouri.  He is a Medical Operations Officer 

in the Army and currently stationed in Tacoma, Washington. Sarah Millsap, 

23, lives in the Harrison area. The youngest, Lexie Curtis, is a senior at the 

U of A and will graduate in May with a degree in business. 

 



 

 

After the move to Fayetteville, finding a home church was challenging as 

many other testimonials have stated.  I continued to drive to Harrison to 

Restoration Life Fellowship for the first year or two. During the weekends 

when Brent was not working, he visited a few churches in the area. Then 

together he and I visited a few.  On Easter Sunday, 2012, we attended 

Living Faith Church for the first time with Justin and Amber.  We entered 

the sanctuary and sat on the left side, I recall a few minutes into the 

service Brent and I looked at each other and smiled.  We were both 

thinking the same thought and asking ourselves, “Why have we not visited 

here before as this is where Justin and Amber had been attending?”  We 

never attended another church in Fayetteville.  We still attended 

Restoration Life Fellowship off and on until our home sold in Valley Springs 

in July of 2012. We love Living Faith Church and feel blessed to now call 

this “home church.” 

 

I can’t really say that I was raised in church by my parents.  I have 

memories as a small child of my mom taking my older sister and brother 

and I to church.  When we attended we attended St. Joe Baptist Church.  

When I was in the fourth grade, I was saved and baptized in the Buffalo 

River.  I always knew it was important to love God and I knew I wanted to 

be a Christian.  I remember conversations with my two best friends in 

elementary school about Jesus and the importance of going to church. I 

attended church as a teenager mostly on my own. 

 

I married right out of high school and had two children Justin and Sarah.  I 

graduated from the University of Central Arkansas in Conway in 1991 and 

began my first teaching job.  My mother passed away in 1993, I divorced in 

1994 and moved back to Conway in 1995 to complete my Master’s degree. 

After completion, I moved back home and began teaching at Valley 



 

 

Springs.  I was divorced, the mother of two children and had been living a 

very irresponsible life.  I began attending church at Restoration Life 

Fellowship and purposed in my heart to raise my children in church.  I was 

filled with the Holy Ghost and my hunger for the things of God began to 

magnify.  My father had also since passed away and it was just Justin, 

Sarah and I but we were definitely not alone.  I always knew that God 

loved me and was protecting me and my children.  Jesus became my 

strength and I began to study, read and pray like never before. The Holy 

Ghost was inside of me and He began to guide me into all truth and 

literally began to tell me things (John 16:12).   

 

The congregation of Restoration Life Fellowship became my family. I met 

Brent Curtis in the summer of 1998 and we married in December of that 

year.  The summer of 1999, Chase and Lexie came to visit and with much 

prayer and an answer from God they did not return to their mother. Brent 

and I were newly married with four children.  We raised our children in 

church at Restoration Life Fellowship where Brent and I worked and taught 

in children’s, youth and adult ministry.  I continued as one of the teachers 

of the adult Sunday school class and served on the intercessory prayer 

team for over ten years. My faith, understanding of the Father’s love, 

authority in Christ and my true identity in Him grew. The Word became my 

weapon on a daily basis.  I would read the Word, and learned to quote the 

Word, pray the Word and do warfare with the Word.  The challenges of 

being a wife, mother of teenagers and now an educational administrator 

were great.  I quickly learned the Word inside of me and spoken out of my 

mouth was greater!!! From broken bones, to car accidents, one very 

serious car accident with Justin and Brent serving overseas; the necessity 

of God’s presence in my life became so important.  My relationship with 

Him is what sustained me. God has answered our prayers and blessed 



 

 

Brent and I in our journey many times over.  He never leaves us, nor 

forsakes us and always leads us in triumph in Christ. (Hebrews 13:5 and 2 

Corinthians 2:14) 

 

I want to say that I have been blessed by reading the daily devotions for 

the fast and the testimonials.  They have all been wonderful but the 

testimony by Chris Fanning particular touched my heart and was so 

encouraging.  My daughter, Sarah, needs true deliverance and healing.  

She is a substance abuser and meth user.  This started with marijuana as a 

junior in high school and has progressed to meth use.  She is in bondage 

and needs a miracle in her life.   

 

If I looked at the circumstances and with the natural eye, I would be 

beaten down and discouraged.  My flesh and my emotions even want to 

take me there sometimes.  But… I have to refuse because I know the Truth, 

I know the Word, I know the love of the Father, I know the finished work 

of Christ and I know authority in prayer.  I cannot give in and I will not give 

up…Sarah’s life and eternity depends on it.   

 

There was another testimony about prayer and making scriptures personal 

by Bubba Caple.  I related to this because I too pray like this. I personalize 

the scriptures by putting our names in the scriptures.  I pray the truth of 

the Word over my family and over Sarah.  I say just what the word says 

about her and us and I refuse to look at the circumstances.  Circumstances 

are temporary and subject to change but the Word of God changes not.  I 

will continue to pray the truth over her until the lying circumstances line 

up with God’s Word. 



 

 

 

Christ’s work is finished and He won the victory for us!!!!  It is awesome to 

me to be a child of God and to have a relationship with Christ.  I am 

thankful for the revelation of who Christ is and the revelation of my 

position and authority in Him.  I am also thankful for the love of the Father 

and for His great grace.  His saving grace is no doubt the most important 

but His enabling grace on a daily basis enables me to continue to walk in 

joy, peace and victory regardless of the circumstances.  FAITH to me is me 

reaching out and grasping on to the Father’s hand with all of my might.  

GRACE is the Father reaching down and grasping a hold of mine with all of 

His!!!! That is assuring and provides me with total confidence in Him! 

 

Brent and I love worshiping and sitting under the Word at Living Faith 

Church. Brother and Sister Curtis and Pastor Steve and Sister Beth are 

blessings to us. Happy 2015! We win!!!!! 

 

Day 20 Testimony:  Kristin Taylor  Shayne 

and I have been married for almost 15 

years and have 2 boys, Asher (5) and 

Keston (3).  I graduated from Arkansas 

State University and have been teaching 

11 years.  We have been attending LFC for 4 years after learning about it 

from Monroe and Sharon Hill.  

KRISTIN'S TESTIMONY: 

If I were asked to pinpoint when I got saved, I can’t really.  I grew up in a 

family that had gone to church my whole life. There were Pentecostal 

preachers/pastors/evangelists on both sides of my family, so attending 



 

 

church wasn’t something that was different or new to me. As a matter of 

fact, I would get so confused on who was “Sister So and So” and who was 

“Aunt So and So” that I would call people “Aunt Sister So and So” to make 

sure I had all the bases covered!  

I do, however, remember when I became “sold out”. It was during a week 

of church camp, that I remember sitting and reading my bible and God 

showing me scripture after scripture that I was HIS. From that week on, 

there was no turning back my mind was made up! 

Coincidentally, I met my husband working in those same camps. One 

summer, Shayne and I were both singing in the regional choir and working 

in camp together. We began our "like-ship" and haven’t turned back 

since…even after he had to check me for head lice!  He found none by the 

way! 

To say that music is important in our household would be an 

understatement. We have music playing constantly. So when I think about 

what my relationship with God is like, I immediately think about music. 

The very meaning of the word relationship means to be “connected” or to 

“deal with each other.”   This is exactly where God and I connect and he 

deals with me. I feel like I was made to praise Him. It is during praise and 

worship; I can feel God like nothing else.  I forget all that is around and me 

and I just feel his presence and our relationship begins to grow.  This is 

where I am changed! 

I am a planner and list maker; I have to know what is going on, when, who 

and all the details. About 10 years ago God completely transformed my 

life. In my mind I had decided and planned on starting a family. I had it all 

planned out. I had graduated college, had a great job, and built a house 

and the only thing left to be checked off my list was kids.  God had a 

different plan.  It took several years to conceive and many ups and downs, 

and as I began to think it would never happen, I had grown cold (toward 



 

 

God) and was miserable. I was attending church but couldn’t understand 

how and why things were like they were. I was in a particular service 

where a music minister talked about God being with you and seeing you 

where you are.  It was right then I realized that all the heartaches and ups 

and downs, God had been with me all along and hadn’t forgotten about 

me and once again reminded me that I was His.   

 It wasn’t long after God transformed my heart that we found out we were 

expecting! I believe that it took all those years of trying for a family and 

thinking I had it all planned out for God to get ahold of me and take away 

my mentality of “my way”. 

When I think about what it means to live for God, I can’t think of any other 

way to live.  He is a constant in my life and my family’s life.   

 

Day 21 Testimony:  Shelly Fanning  Shelly 

is in our choir and sings on our front line 

Praise and Worship team as a soprano.    

SHELLY'S TESTIMONY: 

My name is Shelly, and I have been married to my wonderful husband 

Mike Fanning for 22 wonderful years. Mike and I have four children, 3 

boys; Chris 28, Stephen 26, McKenzie 18, and 1 girl; Mercedes age 12, 

2 wonderful daughter-in-laws, and 4 grandchildren; with another 

grandchild arriving in March. God has truly blessed us with children 

who desire to follow the Lord.  

I have been a member of Living Faith Church since I was a small child. I 

am so blessed to have been raised by a Godly mother who took me 

and my three sisters to church every time the doors were opened. I 



 

 

gave my heart to the Lord at the age of 8 and was baptized in the 

White River by Dr. Curtis along with my older sister Teresa. There was 

a time after High School that I can say I drifted away from the Lord, 

but quickly learned I could not exist without him. During this time 

away from God the Holy Spirit never left me. Anytime I was about to 

do anything contrary to what I was taught in church, the Holy Spirit 

would put me in check.  

In late 1991 I met Mike and our relationship quickly evolved into 

something more serious. Mike had full custody of his two sons Chris & 

Stephen, and I loved them dearly. Mike proposed to me in June of 

1992 and we were married by Dr. Curtis in October of 92’. We both 

knew that we wanted to raise our family in church, so before we were 

married, I invited Mike and the boys to Living Faith and we both 

agreed we would make it the church we would put our roots down in 

as a family. I believe those who stay, grow and become rooted. Five 

years later we added a son, McKenzie to our family in 97’, and then 

came our daughter Mercedes in November of 2002.  

Over the years we have experienced some very difficult trials. The 

first came when our son Mckenzie was diagnosed with 

Hydronephrosis of his right kidney, posterior urethral valves of the 

bladder and an underdeveloped left kidney that would require it to be 

removed, before the doctors could do a total reconstruction of his 

right remaining kidney. The doctors diagnosed Mckenzie with the 

worst possible grade of this type of birth defect and did not believe 

the reconstruction of his right kidney would fix the reflux that was 

destroying his only remaining kidney.  



 

 

We refused to believe this and pastors along with our church family at 

Living Faith prayed for the guidance of the doctor’s hands that the 

surgery would be successful, and completely correct the problem 

100%. After surgery and some healing time we went back to Arkansas 

Children’s Hospital for some tests and imaging of Mckenzie’s 

reconstructed kidney. To the amazement of the doctors the surgery 

completely corrected the reflux. The doctor looked and us and told us 

that it was a miracle, and Mike and I looked at him and said, “Yes it 

is!” We went on to tell him we had a huge church family praying and a 

GREAT BIG God that answered those prayers. The doctor looked at us 

and said he believed us and that he believed in healing from a higher 

power. I am so grateful that God chose to heal our son! Through this 

trial our family learned how to rely on God and as a result grew closer 

as a family. 

The second trial we experienced involved our Cultured Marble 

business which we started in 1994. In the housing bust of 2007 or 

what is now coined the Great Recession, we quickly found ourselves 

struggling to survive. It was hard to wrap our minds around how we 

were once blessed with a booming business and could help others in 

need, but suddenly found ourselves to be the ones in need. We nearly 

lost everything except for our home, which we fought hard to keep, 

and through God’s divine intervention was able to.  

On top of all of all this, our son Chris was fighting a battle of his own 

with drug addiction. Many of you may have read his testimony during 

our 21 day fast. His deliverance is truly the handy work of God. Praise 

the Lord!!   Through these trials my husband and I grew closer 

together, which would normally drive a marriage to a destructive end. 

Both of us have been known to be pretty stubborn and we were not 



 

 

going to let this destroy us and our family. Nothing in this materialistic 

world is worth losing your marriage and family over. To me family is 

everything!  

Skipping ahead to 2010 I decided with the Lords direct guidance to go 

back to college. When I say the Lords direct guidance, I mean that! I 

could have never mustered up the boldness myself to make this 

decision on my own. I knew that if I did not do what God was telling 

me to do; I would be out of His perfect will for my life, which is not a 

place I want to ever find myself. Even though I knew I was in the Lords 

will, I had no idea how I could manage a family, work full time and 

attend college to become the teacher the Lord was telling me I would 

be if I was obedient to his calling on my life.  But like a child trusts his 

earthly father, I trusted my heavenly Father that he had it all worked 

out for me as long as I did my part.   

A short time before I returned to school we had just reopened our 

marble manufacturing company that we were forced to close during 

the housing bust of 2007 and I was managing the office along with my 

husband Mike. Business started out pretty good, but would soon slow 

down so much that the company was no longer able to pay him. Eight 

long weeks without his paycheck coming in seemed like an eternity, 

and we had no idea how we were going to make it, but we knew if we 

trusted God he would make a way. There were days, when my 

husband would get down, I would tell him, God has a plan, we just 

have to trust him and work the plan he lays out for us. I of course 

would have my moments of doubts, I am human, but the Holy Spirit 

and Gods word, Proverbs 3:5-8, would quickly come to me and tell me 

God has a plan meticulously laid out for our lives, and my doubts and 

fears would flee immediately from my mind. At the end of the 9th 



 

 

week of my husband not getting a paycheck, my husband received a 

job offer we were not expecting. When I say not expecting, I mean he 

never applied or asked for a job from this company. They came to him 

and asked him if he would be interested in running their company for 

them in Fort Smith, Arkansas. We of course talked about it and prayed 

about it too, but we knew this was God’s handy work without a doubt 

and he took the job. I would continue to work at our marble company 

running the office and his brother Jamie would run the manufacturing 

end of the business.  

Not long after this God called me to return to school to become a 

teacher. I would for the next four years work the business and attend 

college to fulfill God’s calling on my life. It was tough having my 

husband work a job in Fort Smith, Arkansas, Monday through Friday 

12 hours a day, but somehow it worked. Now we are seeing God’s 

plan coming full circle.  

I am currently student teaching at West Fork Elementary, and will 

graduate from Harding University with a bachelor’s degree in early 

childhood education at the end of my student teaching semester at 

West Fork School District this spring. Mike is also planning to 

hopefully come back to Northwest Arkansas to work, after I secure a 

job as a teacher.  

God has been so good to our family, we are blessed beyond measure. 

If you would ask me if I would exchange all the trials I have been 

through for a life of ease, I would tell you no, God has refined every 

single person in my family through all of these trials. One of my 

favorite bible verses is 1 Peter 1:7:  These trials will show that your 

faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold--



 

 

though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your 

faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise 

and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the 

whole world. (NLT) 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


